Students of Doña Ana Community College’s Hospitality and Tourism program are developing plans for the initial Mesilla Valley Onion Festival to be held on April 24th and 25th in Mesilla, New Mexico.  The festival will be a celebration of “all things onion” and will feature cooking contests for both amateur and professional chefs, educational exhibits that showcase the agricultural importance of the onion producer in our area, fun booths for children, local entertainment, craft and food vendors, and a Wine Garden sponsored by the New Mexico Wine Growers Association. To keep the needs of the people of Haiti in the minds of festival goers, an auction of Haitian art will be held and the net proceeds will be donated to Haitian relief organizations.
The goal of the festival is two-fold, with students receiving experience in the actual practices and skills needed to create, coordinate and orchestrate a public event, while providing a showcase for one of our area’s most valuable crops and reminding all that we still live in an agriculturally diverse area.  
We are working with the New Mexico Hospitality and Tourism Educational Foundation to develop this event, and will ensure that all safety, legal and operational needs are met.  The foundation is currently undertaking to receive 501(c)(3) status and should have it in hand by the date of the event.  The foundation supports tourism and hospitality education in southern New Mexico to ensure that as our area grows, we incorporate sustainable tourism opportunities into the workforce development matrix.
We are looking forward to working with forward looking individuals and groups to ensure that our children have opportunities in our community.

We are currently seeking 3-5 acres of cleared land on which to hold the festival.  Ideally, it would be near Avenida de Mesilla and have reasonable access for festival goers.  The area would be fenced to provide access control to the event; a parking area would be designated and the remainder of the selected venue would be used for the festival activities, vendors and exhibits.

